
 

 

Year Group: 
Reception 

Value Focus: Respect AUTUMN TERM 2   School Year 2020-2021 

Curriculum Theme:             It’s Getting Dark!      RRS: Article 2: The Convention applies to every child without discrimination 
what every their ethnicity, sex, religion, language, abilities or any other 
status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family background.   
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PSED 
•Can play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas, e.g. building up a role-play activity with other children. • Initiates play, offering cues to peers 
to join them. •Keeps play going by responding to what others are saying or doing. •Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and 
forming good relationships with peers and familiar adults. •Confident to talk to other children when playing, and will communicate freely about own 
home and community. Shows understanding and cooperates with some boundaries and routines. •Can inhibit own actions/behaviours, e.g. stop 
themselves from doing something they shouldn’t do. •Enjoys responsibility of carrying out small tasks. •Can usually tolerate delay when needs are not 
immediately met, and understands wishes may not always be met. • Can usually adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in 
routine. 

Communication and Language 
•Listens to others one to one or in small groups, when conversation 
interests them. •Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall. • 
Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories. Understands use of objects (e.g. “What do we use to 
cut things?’) •Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put away an 
object. •Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people that are of 
particular importance to them. •Builds up vocabulary that reflects the 
breadth of their experiences. •Uses talk in pretending that objects stand for 

Physical Development: 
•Understands that equipment and tools have to be used safely. •Gains 
more bowel and bladder control and can attend to toileting needs most of 
the time themselves. •Can usually manage washing and drying hands. 
•Dresses with help, e.g. puts arms into open-fronted coat or shirt when 
held up, pulls up own trousers, and pulls up zipper once it is fastened at 
the bottom. • Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer 
using whole-hand grasp. • Holds pencil near point between first two 
fingers and thumb and uses it with good control. 
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something else in play, e,g, ‘This box is my castle.’ Beginning to understand 
‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 

Literacy 
•Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small 
groups. • Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and 
phrases in rhymes and stories. •Beginning to be aware of the way stories 
are structured. •Suggests how the story might end. • Listens to stories with 
increasing attention and recall. •Describes main story settings, events and 
principal characters. •Shows interest in illustrations and print in books and 
print in the environment. •Recognises familiar words and signs such as own 
name and advertising logos. • Looks at books independently. •Gives 
meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. •Begins to 
break the flow of speech into words. •Continues a rhyming string. •Hears 
and says the initial sound in words. •Can segment the sounds in simple 
words. • Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 
alphabet. 

Mathematics 
•Recites numbers in order to 10. •Knows that numbers identify how many 
objects are in a set. •Beginning to represent numbers using fingers, marks 
on paper or pictures. •Sometimes matches numeral and quantity 
correctly. •Shows curiosity about numbers by offering comments or 
asking questions. •Compares two groups of objects, saying when they 
have the same number. •Shows an interest in number problems. •Shows 
interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by talking about 
shapes or arrangements. • Realises not only objects, but anything can be 
counted, including steps, claps or jumps. 

Understanding the world: 
•Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. 

•Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience. 
•Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends. 

•Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life. •Knows some of 
the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the 

similarities and differences in relation to friends or family. 
•Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as 
the place where they live or the natural world. •Can talk about some of the 

things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found 
objects. •Talks about why things happen and how things work. • Enjoys 

joining in with family customs and routines. 

Expressive arts and design 
•Uses various construction materials. •Beginning to construct, stacking 
blocks vertically and horizontally, making enclosures and creating spaces. 
• Joins construction pieces together to build and balance. •Notices what 
adults do, imitating what is observed and then doing it spontaneously 
when the adult is not there. •Engages in imaginative role-play based on 
own first-hand experiences. •Builds stories around toys, e.g. farm animals 
needing rescue from an armchair ‘cliff’. •Uses available resources to 
create props to support role-play 
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 Week 9  
02/11/2020  

Week 10 
09/11/2020 

Week 11 
16/11/2020 

Week 12 
23/11/2020 

Week 13 
30/11/2020 

Week 14 
07/12/2020 

Week 15 
14/12/2020 

Whole 

School Events  

Oracy Week  
Y6 PiXL Tests  

Y2-Y5 PiXL Tests  
Y6/Y7 Picnic  
Armistice Day  
Display Deadline  

Data Capture  
Maths Week  
T&L Revie wDay  

Anti-Bullying Week  
PPM  
 

Strategy Day 
Art/DT Buzz Day  
Staff Celebration  

MTP meetings (Spring)  
Human Rights Day  
 

Christmas Shows  
Disco day  
Father Christmas visit 
Christmas Lunch  

Enrichment 
(Trips/Visits) 

Fire Pit - Sparklers      Christmas Show 

PSED Following safety 
instructions (linked to 
fire) 

  Work together in 
teams to create beds 
in the 
block/construction 
area. 

   

Com & Lang Firework-song 
 

Instructions- tell 
others how to make a 
Diwa lamp 

I am brave… 
 
Sentence starters 

Create their own 
shadow puppets with 
card or paper and lolly 
sticks. Set up a sheet 
with a lamp behind for 
them to create a small 
world shadow puppet 
show.  
 

Helicopter stories –In space… Christmas Show 

English Firework – Poetry 
 

Lighting a Lamp Owl Babies The Way Back Home – 
Olvier Jeffers 

A Bit Lost by Chris 
Haughton   
 

Laura’s Star Christmas Story 

RWI 
 

RWI Assessment week      

Maths Recites numbers in 
order to 10.  

Recites numbers in 
order to 20. 

Counts up to 10 
objects (then up to 20) 
using 1:1 
correspondence and 
cardinal number. 

Recognises numerals 1 
to 5, then 1 to 10 and 
1 to 20. (Be aware: 
lots of children may be 
able to recognise 

Counts up to 10 objects (then up to 20) using 
1:1 correspondence and cardinal number. 

Recognises numerals 1 to 5, then 1 to 10 and 1 
to 20. 

Counts up to 10 objects (then up to 20) using 
1:1 correspondence and cardinal number. 

Lines a group of items up to count them 
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Counts backwards 
from 20. 

 

Lines a group of items 
up to count them 

Moves objects to the 
side or out of a group 
to count them, for 
example, taking balls 
out of a box. 

Counts out up to six 
objects from a larger 
group – e.g. can you 
give me 4? 

numerals without 
having counting skills.) 

 

Matches numeral and quantity correctly.  

 

Moves objects to the side or out of a group to 
count them, for example, taking balls out of a 
box. 

Counts out up to six objects from a larger 
group – e.g. can you give me 4? 

Counts actions such as steps, claps or jumps. 

 

Physical 
Development 
 

 Making Diwa lamps – 
salt dough 

 Use cardboard boxes 
for children to build a 
rocket to role play 
going to the Moon. 

Use crates/building 
bricks to create their 
own vehicle to get 
them into space. 

  

UW 

 

 

 

RE Unit: 

Which times 

are special and 

why? 

 

 

Making edible 
sparklers – changing 
of chocolate/ fruit 
shaped fireworks 
kebabs 
 
What special times 
have you had? What 
do other people 
celebrate? 

Celebrating Diwali 
 
 
 
 
 
What story do Hindu 
people remember at 
Diwali? What happens 
at Diwali and why? 

Learning about 
nocturnal animals 
 
 
 
 
 

Torches, Dens, Making 
circuits, taking apart 
objects (i.e. torches) 
 
 
 
What happens at 
Sukkot and why? 

Use cardboard box 
with a hole in the top 
for the children to 
look through and a 
hole in the side for 
light to shine through. 
Add a range of objects 
spot the different 
objects.  
 
What happens at 
Christmas, and why? 

Leave out junk-
modelling materials 
for children to make a 
dark tunnel for a Bee-
Bot. They will have to 
carefully work out the 
correct number of 
spaces it will need to 
move inside the 
tunnel.  
 
 

 

Expressive Art 

& Design 

Bonfire, firework 
pictures, bubble paint, 
making rocket shapes. 

Creating ‘fire pit’ and 
tents in outdoor area. 

Using wax crayons and 
watery dark blue paint 
for the children to 
paint over their wax 
crayon pictures and 
create dark scenes. 

Use chalk to draw 
around shadows. 

 Using musical 
instruments 
(bells/triangles) to 
make sounds like 
twinkling stars. 

 

Outcomes Fire Pit – sparklers and 
marshmallows 

Salt dough Diwa lamp Nocturnal animal 
display 

Shadow Puppet 
Theatre 

Space Expedition (In 
Hall) 

Performance 
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P4C Is orange the best 
colour? 

Can you taste colour? 
 

Is it OK to feel scared?     

 


